. . . that many collegiate athletes are exploited. High-level collegiate football and basketball teams for many years have been major money producers for some universities. With the escalation of college sports on national and local television, the money generated by these sports during the past decade is enormous. The involved athletic departments reap rich rewards and the university receives public exposure and shares in the financial bonanza.
And what of these athletes who are the performers? Did I mention that some of the college coaches make over a million dollars a year; more than the president of the university? These molders of young men often have outside contracts with shoe companies, television shows, etc., which help to bring their incomes to a living level.
But back to these college student-athletes. You, of course, know that some of the football stadiums hold over a hundred thousand people and basketball arenas hold fifteen thousand or more and none of the tickets to these events are cheap. Now, for those student-athletes who are the cynosure of the sports-enthralled public.
What do they receive? They receive a scholarship to the involved university, which includes tuition, books, room, and board. For that they are expected to practice, play, and work out throughout the year. How many hours they do that daily is supposedly mandated by the NCAA and policed by somebody. It is expected that, along with all this year-long practice and playing of a sport, they will "receive an education." In fact, many do. Some do not. It is probable that many of these recruited and cosseted student-athletes believe that these college athletic teams are just the next-to-the-last step before the unbelievable riches of a professional sports career. During the time that they are in college, they are of course not paid, despite the riches they bring to the university. One might assume that the majority of these student-athletes do not have rich parents who provide easy cash and that the studentathletes probably don't have a great deal of time to hold an extra job between practice, studying, playing, classes, workouts, and sleep.
There are many rules, which govern every aspect of student-athlete recruitment, student-athlete behavior, and particularly student-athlete enrichment. The NCAA is a governing body, which at least theoretically is policing all the universities, and certainly, at intervals, some university does get hit with a major violation, which will entail loss of TV revenue, scholarships, and ability to participate in the postseason bonanza of bowl games or tournaments. However, rather constantly, we read in the newspaper about the transgressions committed by student-athletes. Sometimes these misdeeds happen before they've even gone to the college when they accept cash and presents from would-be agents and con-men who try to control these young athletes. At other times the transgressions are committed in college. The situation is certainly somewhat difficult since we are talking about people who usually do not have much money, being policed by their coaches, who are being overseen the universities, who are being policed by the NCAA. Not an easy job.
If one looks at the Michael Jordans and the Drew Bledsoes of the sports world and the enormous success that they have enjoyed, plus the fact that these are articulate and intelligent men, one might think the system is working. The problem is that we see the cream, i.e., those who are successful. What we do not see are those studentathletes who do not make it. The penalty for this latter lack of success is of course paid by the athletes themselves. There seems to be no major penalty for bringing unsuccessful student-athletes in and not having them finish their studies.
Without question, some schools do this whole process much better than others. Also without question, many of the schools in the United States exploit young athletes from whose skills many universities greatly profit. It seems to me that a more equitable distribution of the proceeds is a more realistic expectation and that some measure must be taken to make it realistic for many of these athletes who work exceedingly hard at their athletic skills. A step would be to allow them to complete their education at the university's expense, even if it takes longer than the sainted four or five years that many of us expect.
Many of us care for these young athletes, deal with their injuries, and are available to provide insight and solace. We should recognize how the system now works and perhaps we can work within the system to make it better for the student-athlete.
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